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Lough Neagh Designated Sites



LOUGH NEAGH WETLAND 



LOUGH NEAGH SPECIES



Lough Neagh Catchment



Lough Neagh Past 

Managmnet and Ownership 

Issues

 Biggest Lough/Lake in UK and Ireland

 Highly Eutrophic

 Industrial Lough

 No navigation authority

 ASSI, SPA losing favourable status due to migrating 

and wetland bird decline

 Over seen by Lough Neagh Partnership but no 

sustainable income or statutory responsibility

 Bed and Soil owned by Lord Shaftsbury



Lough Neagh Past 

Managmnet and Ownership 

Issues  (CULTURE AND APPROACH)

• Top down policing
• Balance between research monitoring and 

actual doing is out of balance

• To much focus on public land and not 
majority which is private land

• No local ownership and management
• Farmers detached from conservation
• Not enough self belief and not enough risk 

taking



Lough Neagh Future 

Management and Ownership 

Issues

 HLF landscape Scheme £3.5 Million

 SPA Management Plan with Farmers and Agri

environment

 Develop Navigation Authority

 Target Local European Funds 

 Northern Peripheries, Life Plus, Rural dev Programme, 

Life Plus 

 Address Ownership of Lough (Buy Lough Neagh)



Lough Neagh HLF Landscape 

Scheme



Lough Neagh Future 

Management Issue



Lough Neagh Future 

Management and Ownership 

Issues (New Culture and Approach)

 Self Sustaining  

 New Policing

 Ownership is power

 Action and Target focus not policy focus

 Conservation is not Brain Surgery

 Change Farming Mind set

 Self Belief



“Believe in Miracle, Cures     

and Healing Wells, 

Believe that a farther Shore 

is reachable from here”
Seamus Heaney, The Cure at Troy


