
Water Environment Fund



Why are we doing it?

• Water Framework Directive. Requires 98% of 

our water bodies to be at good status by 2027

• Allows us to proactively tackle those 

pressures where there is no other method to 

achieve improvements 

• Morphological conditions that are preventing 

our rivers reaching good status are a key 

element of the river basin management plan 

planing 2nd cycle.



Compensation 

(for income 

foregone)

INNS control

(capped)

Fish passage 

(non-active, 

non-LA)

Rural 

restoration 

(delivering 

NFM)

Urban 

restoration 

(multiple 

benefits)

WEF funding principles summary
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To qualify, projects should:

• Restore historic pressures

• Work towards WFD objectives

• Be on a river downgraded for morphology 

or fish passage

• Restore the conditions (i.e. processes) that 

create habitats

• Fit with the catchment character and issues

• Have match funding

• Lead to other benefits where possible
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General goals of projects



Size of the task



Water bodies failing for morphology 
that would be addressed under the 

Step Change 1 scenario

Barriers to fish migration that 
would be addressed under the 

Step Change 1 scenario

Total

335 
water 
bodies

Total

286 
barriers

Size of the task



The Context

• Over half of Scotland's 

Population lives in Urban 

areas.

• 2/3rd of our national economy 

comes from cities/city regions.

• Greater focus on urban areas 

worldwide, European and 

National level.

• Scottish Economic Strategy

• Scottish Cities Alliance

• Strategic Framework



Urban Projects

Stane Gardens

Garrel Burn

Tollcross Burn

Glazert Water

Lyne Burn

Bathgate

White Cart Tribs

East Tullos Burn



Stane Gardens





Lyne Burn Corridor
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Lyne Burn Corridor



“We want to create a park 

no one wants to throw 

litter or fly-tip in, a cared 

for and attractive place.”

“We Need volunteers!”




