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BACKGROUND

•DECADES OF ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

BY FISHERIES, EPA, TCD, GMIT, NPWS

•MASS OF EVIDENCE OF ECOLOGICAL 

DECLINE

•2004 CONFERENCE AND FOLLOW-UP

•2015 BOOK

•AL MCDONNELL CAMPAIGN

•ENDA KENNY/EPA/ANDY FANNING





EPA July 2016



TCD Research published 2010



Establishment of the Lough Carra Catchment Association

• LAWCO (Mick Kane) called meeting of selected 

individuals in March 2018

• At first meeting, decided to form Catchment Association

• Second meeting in April 2018 established group and 

elected officers

• Monthly meetings since then, minutes in 

www.loughcarra.org

• Attendance generally over 30, but over 100 involved

• Including NPWS, EPA, MayoCoCo, LAWCO, LAWSAT, 

IFI, TEAGASC



LCCA GOAL: To restore, protect and conserve the ecological 

integrity of Lough Carra and its lakeshore habitats and to ensure the 

quality of drinking water from the lough.

By:

• Promoting and encouraging truly sustainable and 

environmentally sensitive land use practices in the 

catchment; and

• Seeking and promoting ways of reducing nutrient inputs 

into the lough from all sources, including agriculture, 

forestry and septic tanks; and

• Pursuing methods to prevent any form of pollution of the 

lough; and

• Raising awareness of the unique values of the lough and 

promoting the enjoyment of its environment by all sectors 

of society.



LCCA Draft Project Outline

• Working group formed including NPWS, 

LAWSAT, LAWCO and GMIT

• Working Group prepared project logframe

• Project draft used as TORs for Leader 

application

• Leader funding secured for five month 

feasibility study

• Output to include documentation for EU 

LIFE application



Project Goal:  

To restore, protect and conserve the biodiversity 

value and ecological integrity of Lough Carra and 

its lakeshore and catchment habitats and ensure 

the quality of water in the Lough.



Project objectives:

A. To maintain and enhance existing priority habitats in 

the SAC.

B. To ensure the protection and conservation of key 

species in the SPA, the SACs and the catchment.

C. To prevent and reverse eutrophication by reducing the 

flow of nutrients into the Lough.

D. To promote and encourage truly sustainable and 

environmentally sensitive land use practices in the 

catchment.

E. To prevent the further conversion of land and 

intensification of agriculture in the catchment.

F. To raise awareness of the unique values of the Lough, 

including ecosystem services, and promote its 

enjoyment by local communities and all sectors of 

society.



Project Activities

• Around 30 separate actions for the 6 

objectives

• Examples:

– Establish appropriate grazing regimes on semi-

natural grasslands in the SAC

– Establish constructed wetlands in key areas

– Establish buffer zones along banks of inflowing 

rivers and streams and along whole lakeshore, 

especially in high risk areas, and provide water 

troughs where needed



Potential Project Partners

• MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL

• NPWS

• EPA

• TEAGASC

• LAWSAT

• LAWCO

• COILLTE

• Others?




