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Priority Habitats

• River and lake habitats were action to protect and restore biodiversity is a 
priority

• Much of what we know related to larger waterbodies

• This project aims to identify: 

Sites that are in good condition (so we can protect them)

Sites that are in poor condition (so we can restore them)

With a focus on smaller water bodies



About the project

• Collaboration between Natural England 
and the Freshwater Biological Association

• UK commitment to protecting biodiversity

• Currently in pilot phase (Oct 2021 – Mar 2022)

• Train citizen scientists to carry out 
naturalness assessments on waterbodies 
that have ‘fallen through the cracks’ of WFD

Norfolk Hawker Dragonfly



Naturalness surveys

Simple 4-part visual survey: 

Physical | Hydrological | Chemical | Biological 

Naturalness scoring: 1 (highly natural) to 5 
(highly unnatural)

Confidence scoring: low, moderate, high

Training materials & guidance documents 
available at: priorityhabitats.org
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Lakes Rivers/Streams



Project Progress
• 10 Priority Habitats training courses

• 128 citizen scientists trained from Wildlife Trusts, 
Rivers Trusts, species recording groups, practitioner 
groups, universities and Riverfly

• 215 citizen scientist uploads to Cartographer

• Data used as part of Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies (Cumbria & Lancashire)

• Host an improved chalk rivers map

• Development of Cartographer mobile application



Future Objectives

• Focus on and fill data gaps 
for lakes and reservoirs



Future Objectives

• Encourage professionals to upload 
restoration priorities

• Integrate restoration priorities 
training into the current priority 
habitats training agenda



Future Objectives

• Targeting citizen scientists interested in 
lakes e.g. angling clubs, wild swimmers

• Continued engagement with Rivers Trusts 
and universities
• Develop lakes initiatives with Rivers 

Trust e.g. Lakes Challenge with Ribble
Rivers Trust



Future Objectives

• Launching the 
Cartographer app

• Improve training resources 
& website guided by CS 
feedback and evaluation

• Regular virtual Q&A 
sessions



Help and Queries

• Please visit priorityhabitats.org
FAQs and background info

• Contact me at ajones@fba.org.uk

• Join us at face-to-face training 
events 

Any questions?

https://priorityhabitats.org/
mailto:nlumsden@fba.org.uk

